The adult breeders used to produce experimental clutches were domesticated zebra finches 6 that were part of a previous study investigating the effect of the availability of dietary 7 antioxidants on postnatal telomere dynamics (see 1 for a full description of the dietary 8 treatments). In that study 36 zebra finch broods were randomly assigned to a 'High' (H) or 9 'Low' (L) antioxidant dietary treatment until the birds were 40 days old (growth period The summary of the repeated measures mixed model is shown in Table S1 .
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Postnatal telomere length shortened with age (Table S1 ) but importantly, after controlling 77 for all factors that had a significant influence on postnatal telomere length, there was still a 78 strong effect of laying order on telomere length (see Table S1 ). Thus, postnatal telomere 79 length decreased with laying order (Table S1) 
